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.PREFACE 

I do pot und~rtake · this investigation. 9£ racism .and multiculturalism· as 
an unbiased observef; __ ,~•ani · :a .. first g~n-eration itnmtgrantto · the United 
States who:"became.~ a .citizen -in -199L East Inclia~s ·have ·;been in this 
COU!)try since 1?-89; when :·a .S~lem minister;=· Reverend -William Bentley, 
recorded '~at~ .black .. Sikh,\{ralking down·netbycStreet in his· blue uµ-ban,-
long white ttini(;;~loose.~tr6users/·and :red =sash:"·,The.re are now almost a 
million Indian-iwntlgrfuit;y~ ~thi~.·countcy; and like: many~of.~em~I have-i 
sen~se of -~ppreciatioli -fot>the.:~opportunity and freedom which America 
provides, althohgh· like :Cotdelia ·in Shakespeare's· King Lea,; ·mine is ·•a 
loyalty that.eschews extravagant profession. "::- · 

M ye inclinatiens -are"·strohgly: . antiracist and sympathetic to minorities. 
My family:.e:nduted .Europea_n":colo:nialism-in<( India for m11ny, generations, 
and-·my great~grandf ath:er:"~was:Jdlled·. by .. the· British army· for alleged. in-
subordination~' In the-.United -States -;1 .. am-ncf. stranger to xenophobia, 
prejudice, and discrimination: l '·also"Jeel a, particular debt to the civil 
rights movement; whose c~nipaign on behalf of black equality helped to 
expand rights and opportunities: for :all citizens/Yet I ain not an uncritical 
cheerleader for every parade that ·carries the minority banner. As a parti-
san of the cause of equal.c-rights ,in America, J seek to offer constructive 
criticism that will provide a fumer ground for true liberty and equality for 
all citizens. In this book I try to be fair to all groups, including the majori-
ty. Some of my best friends·are'white . 

I feel · especially qualified· to address the -subject of multiculturalism, 
because I am a kind of walking embodiment of it. I was born in Bombay, 
India in 1961. My,family is· Catholic; ,our ancestors were converted to 
Christianity by Portuguese missionaries many gen·erations ago. Although 
my parents are named·Allan ana Margaret, since I was born in post-inde-

.. 
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