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A NOTE TO THE READER 

The language spoken in a confinement center is extremely coarse. 
Hardly a sentence is uttered that does not contain obscenities. There 
is no way to convey the sense of place and even the meaning of what 
convicts are saying without using some of this language. Out of respect 
for the reader, I've scaled it way back and used asterisks to bowdlerize 
the most offensive words. 



· ch-afi ter··t · · .I; 

. :flow, They /f~P,f;ht Me.~· tes~~~ 
• • . I 

' .. ' 

. '..If~ ci~fi Jisn~li6' b~: ~u~·l 6t fli~ t oia h~'s 'fr~veling 611! then he·· 
··;· (nius{dosilidiy~i:ahd:tr~-vel in th~'d~fiti. ..... : .· '•;'" -'. '·, 
') '/ < -; /::: .. t • ,;_\-" I '.k· -· , ' {'l-\. >. .; ·' . .'. ..: .~ 1- ~.;:_ .•. : I.. :~.).. ... .. • 1; ..... 

. . --: ~ohn_ o~ th'r_ Cr9ss, i;>ark Night of the so·ur . 
,: ' I • ,. I • ; ' ,. ' I ' J ! r •• ~- ' ! •-,; '\' ., • • 

T~e mood ~n; th~ 'cou1t~oom ,,was .ten~e .a~d ce~~ctric: as :~ entered, 
accompanied by:my superstac,r:lawyer BenJa,m1ttBrafman and an-

othet ·attorney;Alex Spiro. ·we·.were1,inthe"•Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
l)nited States Courthouse in lower ·Manhattan; the ,offices of-Judge 
Richard Be,r;man. Brafman, with hfs elegant locks of hair brushed·back; 
looked completely at home in this environment. · !,.:on '.the other ,hand; 
was not. ·, 1. ,:i, ; · : .. , . , · , . f • . i' , , • , 

· l tried to look nonchalant, or at least expressionless: Inside, how-
ever,\ my .heart .. was 1pounding with terror. -In· 'a very short time.:!' d 
know,if I was headea to federal prison: My.crime?·l had exceeded the 
campaign-finance laws by cortvincing·two,of my friends to contribute 
$10,000 apiece to a candidate for the u~s; Senate from New York;, then 
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