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Long is the way and hard,
That out of hell leads up to light.

— Milton, Paradise Lost



INTRODUCTION

bEE GHIL

Anthropologist in a Strange Land

You can observe a lot by watching.

—Yogi Berra

To see the new world that is being born, you don’t have to go to Sili-
con Valley. You can see it in Austin, Texas; Boise, Idaho; Boston, Mas-
sachusetts; Salt Lake City, Utah; Raleigh-Durham, North Carolina;
Reston, Virginia; Champaign, Illinois; or any of the other high-tech
cities that dot the map of the United States. You can also find it in
Montreal, Canada; Cambridge, England; Dublin, Ireland; Tel Aviv, Is-
rael; Melbourne, Australia; Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; Taipei, Taiwan; or
Bangalore, India. Actually, you don't have to go anywhere. Just turn on
your computer and get onto the Internet, that global brain detached
from human bodies and powered by hundreds of millions of silicon tran-
sistors.

I am in Silicon Valley, however, which is the nerve center of the
computer and telecommunications revolution transforming the world
economy. Home to an estimated 250,000 millionaires, Silicon Valley has
been described as the only place in the world not trying to figure out
how to be Silicon Valley. Here, on Sand Hill Road, sit lordly venture
capitalists willing to bet millions of dollars on new ideas that promise
to wipe out old industries. Here are semiconductor companies that
convert sand and oxygen, two of the most abundant materials on earth,
into silicon chips, making possible e-mail, e-commerce, e-everything.
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