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PREFACE

A FUNERAL ORATION

Pericles’ Dilemma, and Ours

=ssallemasns

n 430 B.C., shortly after the outbreak of the Peloponnesian
War, Pericles delivered a funeral oration to the people of
Athens.! His dilemma was the classic one faced by free peoples
throughout history: how to articulate the blessings of freedom
which are usually taken for granted, how to communicate to cit-
izens the necessity of making sacrifices—including the ultimate
sacrifice of one’s life—in the name of freedom, and how a soci-
ety accustomed to the pleasures of private life can prevail against
a more militaristic regime inured to hardship whose fighters are
cheerfully willing to endure death.
Sound familiar? This is what Pericles said: “Our system of
government does not copy the institutions of its neighbors. It
is more the case of our being a model to others, than of our



CHAPTER ONE

WHY THEY HATE US

America and Its Enemies
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The cry that comes from the heart of the believer
overcomes everything, even the White House.

—AYATOLLAH KHOMEINI

EFORE THE TERRORISTS DESTROYED THE WORLD TRADE
Center, crashed a plane into the Pentagon, and began their

campaign to bring to America the horrors of the war-
ravaged Middle East, life in the United States was placid and even
a little boring. The dominant issue in politics was the Social Secu-
rity lockbox, an especially curious subject of dispute since no such
lockbox exists or has ever existed. For diversion and entertain-
ment, Americans could follow the Gary Condit sex scandal or
watch “reality TV” shows like Survivor. Newspapers devoted
front-page reports to such issues as road rage, a man bitten by a
shark, and the revelation that overage kids were playing Little
League baseball. The biggest issue in the airline industry involved
something called “economy class syndrome.” Essentially this
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