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PREFACE 

A CHALLENGE TO 
BELIEVERS-AND UNBELIEVERS 

C HRISTIANS ARE CALLED UPON to be "contenders" for their faith. 
This term suggests that they should be ready to stand up for 
their beliefs, and that they will face opposition. The Christian is 

told in 1 Peter 3:15, 'J\lways be prepared to give an answer to everyone 
who asks you to give the reasons for the hope that is within you:• But 
in order to give reasons, you must first know what you believe. You 
must also know why you believe it. And you must be able to commu-
nicate these reasons to those who don't share your beliefs. In short. 
you must know what's so great about Christianity. 

This is the arena in which many Christians have fallen short. 
Today's Christians know that they do not, as their ancestors did, live 
in a society where God's presence was unavoidable. No longer does 
Christianity form the moral basis of society. Many of us now reside in 
secular communities, where arguments drawn from the Bible or 
Christian revelation carry no weight, and where we hear a different 
language from that spoken in church. 
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