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My GQd, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
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CHAPTER 1 

AN IMMIGRANT'S 
JOURNEY 
The Paradox of Suffering 

That to the height of this great argument 
I may assert Eternal Providence, 

And justi.fJ the ways of God to men. 1 

JOHN MILTON, Paradise Lost 

EACH ONE OF us, at some point in our lives, will find ourselves staring 
death in the face. None of us can escape that grim reality. Recently, 
I was reminded of that reality while reading the following e-mail 
from my friend, Devdas Karnath, who went to school with me in 
India but with whom I had lost contact over the years. 

My elder son Nikhil a first year student at the Indian 
Institute of Management, Ahmedabad, died of a rare disorder, 
Thrombotic Thrombocytopenic Purpura (TTP), at Ahmedabad 
on Tuesday, September 29. On Monday, September 21, 
Nikhil complained of fever. Since the fever did not subside 
with Crocin, he visited the doctor. He did not respond to the 
doctor's treatment. Hence he was referred to a senior physician 
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